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Father Dr. John Shama - or the “destiny of a search”

The Man, the Priest, the Theologian

”Father John”, as I called him from the first moment when I met
him, remains for me and for my family, the Friend and the Man
with eyes full of light and warmth, emanating peace and balance,
but behind them hiding an inquisitive spirit.

”The man John Shama” lived intensely the call of a change in
his life up to its sublime. It’s about the change of the old man
in himself and its history, too, into a new man who is that of the
divine transcendence. To achieve this new destiny, the man John
Shama left in 2010 his profession, its glory, the well-being of his
life for seeking Christ, He who had already set him apart, even
from his mother's womb, and called him through His grace to
serve HIM as Priest.

How I met Fr. John?

In 2012 Fr John sent me a message. It was not very detailed. In
that message Fr. John Shama asked me some information about
his possibility to pursue a doctorate in Romania, in Cluj-Napoca,
at “Babes-Bolyai” University, Faculty of Orthodox Theology,
New Testament department coordinated by me.

A few days after receiving that message, I was asked by the
Metropolitan Andrei of Cluj to accompany a group of pilgrims
to Israel.

So, Christ, Who has already chosen and called Fr. John to follow
him, has also sent me to meet him and to guide him on the sublime
paths of theological knowledge.

I perceived that event as being something like the episode when
the Deacon Filip was sent to encounter the Ethiopian Eunuch.
The episode is described in the Book of Acts: «But an angel of
the Lord spoke to Philip saying, «Arise and go south to the road
that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza. And he arose and went;
and behold, there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians... And he was returning and
sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. And

the Spirit said to Philip, «Go up and join this chariot. And when
Philip had run up, he heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and
said, «Do you understand what you are reading?» And he said,
«Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?» (Acts 8:26-31).
Our meeting took place in the week of Jesus ‘sufferings before
Easter (2012) at Tiberias. It was a place that Jesus loved. We both
and our wives, who accompanied us, had the feeling that Jesus,
our Savior, has called us to follow Him together!

We wondered then and maybe we are still wondering, of course,
if that moment was accidental !?!?

The answer that we all have received over the years (Fr John, me,
my wife — Maria and his wife - Samar) was that nothing in our
life is accidental.

What can not be forgotten is the fact that all our beautiful meetings
and discussions have remained alive in our souls and memories;
from Israel, from Cluj (either from the Faculty of Theology or
from our home), or from visiting the monasteries in Maramures
(September 2019).

Our cooperation on the theological field, during 7 years, was
fruitful for Fr. John. He wrote a brilliant Doctoral Thesis entitled
The New Creation in Christ According to Saint Paul’s Thought.
By the Exam of Thesis defending, it was highly appreciated both
by the members of the Exam Committee who have analysed the
work and of the entire teaching staff of the Faculty of Orthodox
Theology in Clu;j.

Attached a summary of the most important topics discussed in
the PhD. Thesis.

This year (2020) on February 22-25, Fr John and his wonderful
wife have invited us to visit again Israel. This time we have been
accompanied by our in-law. We spent again together unforgettable
moments in Nazareth being hosted at their home. We have also

celebrated together the Holy Liturgy (on February 23) and then
in the same day I have presented Father John Shama's Doctoral
Thesis within the liturgical community of his beloved Church
(St. Gabriel) and then within an admirable spiritual community
of his friends.

We have left Nazareth for Jericho, continuing our journey, on
February 25. At 10 o'clock in the morning we have hugged
Father John with a special hug without knowing that it was going
to be the last one. On the same day after just a few hours, Samar
announced us that Father John passed away. It was the saddest
news we could get there.

But I perceived those sad moments as follows: God has decided
that I, as his spiritual guide, should be close to him also in his last
moments of his earthly life (indeed too short) as I was close to
him in the first moments of his academic birth in the theological
mystery. This way of relating then to the sad reality was as a kind
of consolation to me.

Honouring now - the man Father John, the Priest and the
Theologian Fr. John Shama - I, as his friend and mentor in
studying Theology on a high level, am convinced that his clear
and beautiful voice is celebrating now the heavenly Liturgy
together with the eternal High Priest — Jesus Christ, accompanied
by all His Angels and Saints, getting the crown and the reward of
all those called and chosen ones by God!

Today, with a tear in eye, we pray the Lord, the One Whom Fr.
John has loved and praised during his earthly life, to grant him
Everlasting Rest!

Fr. Prof. Dr. Stelian Tofana

’Babes-Bolyai”” University

Faculty of Orthodox Theology, Cluj-Napoca
September 16,2020
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